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2.1 | REFERRAL TO ADR

A. New Cases. All civil cases filed on and after the Effective
Date of the ADR Plan shall be referred automatically for ADR.
Notice of the ADR requirements will be provided to all parties
immediately upon the filing of a complaint and answer or a notice
of removal. ADR intervention will be scheduled at the conference
held pursuant to Local Rule of Civil Procedure 16.1. The following
categories of actions are exempted from automatic referral:

1. Habeas Corpus and extraordinary writs;
2. Applications to vacate a sentence;
3. Social Security appeals;

4. Bankruptcy appeals;

5. Cases implicating issues of public policy, exclusively or
predominantly;

6. IRS summons enforcement actions;

7. Government foreclosure actions;

8. Civil asset forfeiture actions; and
9. Prisoner civil rights actions.

B. Pending Cases. The assigned Judge on any pending civil case
may, sua sponte or with status conference, issue an order referring
the case for ADR. The order shall specify a date on which the ADR
intervention is to be completed.

C. Stipulation. A case may be referred for ADR by stipulation of
all parties. Stipulations shall be filed and shall designate the
specific ADR intervention the parties have selected, the time frame
within which the ADR process will be completed and the selected
Neutral. Stipulations are presumed acceptable unless the assigned
Judge determines that the interests of justice are not served.

(US District Court, New York, Western District // Buffalo, NY 14202
Judy Hernandez, Staff Attorney)
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