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ITEM 4.1.7 | MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS - ACCESSIBLE BUILDINGS: HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 

(1) Applicability: 

(a) General Rule. Alterations to a qualified historic 

building or facility shall comply with 4.1.6 Accessible 

Buildings: Alterations. The applicable technical 

specifications of 4.2 through 4.35 and the applicable 

special application sections 5 through 10 unless it is 

determined in accordance with the procedures in 4.1.7(2) 

that compliance with the requirements for accessible 

routes (exterior and interior), ramps, entrances, or 

toilets would threaten or destroy the historic 

significance of the building or facility In which case 

the alternative requirements In 4.1.7(3) may be used for 

the feature. 

EXCEPTION: (Reserved). 

(b) Definition. A qualified historic building or 

facility is a building or facility that Is: 

(i) Listed in or eligible for listing in the 

National Register of Historic Places; or 

(ii) Designated as historic under an appropriate 

State or local law. 

(2) Procedures: 

(a) Alterations to Qualified Historic Buildings and 

Facilities Subject to Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act: 

(i) Section 106 Process. Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act (16 U .S.C. 470 

0 requires that a Federal agency with Jurisdiction 

over a Federal, federally assisted, or federally 

licensed undertaking consider the effects of the 

agency’s undertaking on buildings and facilities 

listed In or eligible for listing in the National 

Register of Historic Places and give the Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation a reasonable 

opportunity to comment on the undertaking prior to 

approval of the undertaking. 
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(ii) ADA Application. 'Where alterations are 

undertaken to a qualified historic building or 

facility that is subject to section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act. the Federal 

agency with Jurisdiction over the undertaking shall 

follow the section 106 process. If the Stale 

Historic Preservation Officer or Advisory-Council 

on Historic Preservation agrees that compliance 

with the requirements for accessible routes 

(exterior and interior), ramps, entrances, or 

toilets would threaten or destroy the historic 

significance of the building or facility, the 

alternative requirements in 4.1 7(3) may be used 

for the feature. 

(b) Alterations to Qualified Historic Buildings and 

Facilities Not Subject to Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act. Where alterations are 

undertaken to a qualified historic building or facility 

that Is not subject to section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act. if the entity undertaking the 

alterations believes that compliance with the 

requirements for accessible routes (exterior and 

interior), ramps, entrances, or toilets would threaten 

or destroy the historic significance of the building or 

facility and that the alternative requirements in 

4.1.7(3) should be used for the feature, the entity 

should consult with the State Historic Preservation 

Officer. If the State Historic Preservation Officer 

agrees that compliance with the accessibility 

requirements for accessible routes (exterior and 

interior), ramps, entrances or toilets would threaten or 

destroy the historical significance of the building or 

facility, the alternative requirements in 4.1.7(3) may 

be used. 

(c) Consultation With Interested Persons. Interested 

persons should be invited to participate in the 

consultation process. Including State or local 

accessibility officials, individuals with disabilities. 

and organizations representing Individuals with 

disabilities. 

(d) Certified Local Government Historic Preservation 

Programs. Where the State Historic Preservation Officer 
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has delegated the consultation responsibility for 

purposes of this section to a local government historic 

preservation program that has been certified in 

accordance with section 101(c) of the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C 470a (c)) and 

Implementing regulations (36 CFR 61.5). the 

responsibility may be carried out by the appropriate 

local government body or official. 

(3) Historic Preservation: Minimum Requirements: 

(a) At least one accessible route complying with 4.3 

from a site access point to an accessible entrance shall 

be provided. 

EXCEPTION: A ramp with a slope no greater than 1:6 for 

a run not to exceed 2 ft (610 mm) may be used as part of 

an accessible route to an entrance. 

(b) At least one accessible entrance complying with 4.14 

which is used by the public shall be provided. 

EXCEPTION: If it Is determined that no entrance used by 

the public can comply with 4.14. then access at any 

entrance not used by the general public but open 

(unlocked) with directional signage at the primary 

entrance may be used. The accessible entrance shall also 

have a notification system. Where security is a problem, 

remote monitoring may be used. 

(c) If toilets are provided, then at least one toilet 

facility complying with 4.22 and 4.1.6 shall be provided 

along an accessible route that complies with 4.3. Such 

toilet facility may be unisex in design. 

(d) Accessible routes from an accessible entrance to all 

publicly used spaces on at least the level of the 

accessible entrance shall be provided. Access shall be 

provided to all levels of a budding or facility in 

compliance with 4.1 whenever practical. 

(e) Displays and written Information, documents, etc., 

should be located where they can be seen by a seated 

person. Exhibits and signage displayed horizontally 

(e.g., open books), should be no higher than 44 in (1120 

mm) above the floor surface. 
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NOTE: The technical provisions of sections 4.2 through 

4.35 are the same as those of the American National 

Standards Institute’s document A117.1-1980. except as 

noted in the text. 

 

(“1991 Standards for Accessible Design”, 28 CFR 36 Appendix D) 
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