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ITEM 4.9.4 | STAIRS - HANDRAILS

Stairways shall have handrails at both sides of all stairs.
Handrails shall comply with 4.26 and shall have the following
features:

(1) Handrails shall be continuous along both skies of stairs.
The Inside handrail on switchback or dogleg stairs shall
always be continuous (see Fig. 19(a) and (b)).

(2) If handrails are not continuous, they shall extend at
least 12 in (305 mm) beyond the top riser and at least 12 in
(305 mm) plus the width of one tread beyond the bottom riser.
At the top. the extension shall be parallel with the floor or
ground surface. At the bottom, the handrail shall continue to
slope for a distance of the width of one tread from the bottom
riser; the remainder of the extension shall be horizontal
(see Fig. 19(c) and (d)). Handrail extensions shall comply
with 4.4.

(3) The clear space between handrails and wall shall be 1% in
(38 mm) .

(4) Gripping surfaces shall be uninterrupted by newel posts,
other construction elements, or obstructions.

(5) Top of handrail gripping surface shall be mounted between
34 in and 36 in (865 mm and 965 mm) above stair nosings

(6) Ends of handrails shall be either rounded or returned
smoothly to floor, wall or post.

(7) Handrails shall not rotate within their fittings.
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Extension at Bottom of Run Extension at Top of Run
Fig. 19 Stair Handrails

(“1991 Standards for Accessible Design”, 28 CFR 36 Appendix D)
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