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ITEM 4.28.3 | ALARMS - VISUAL ALARMS 

Visual alarm signal appliances shall be Integrated into the 

building or facility alarm system. If single station audible alarms 

are provided then single station visual alarm signals shall be 

provided. Visual alarm signals shall have the following minimum 

photometric and location features: 

(1) The lamp shall be a xenon strobe type or equivalent 

(2) The color shall be clear or nominal while (ie., unfiltered 

or clear filtered white light). 

(3) The maximum pulse duration shall be two tenths of one 

second (0.2 sec) with a maximum duty cycle of 40 percent. The 

pulse duration is defined as the time interval between Initial 

and final points of 10 percent of maximum signal 

(4) The intensity shall be a minimum of 75 candela 

EXCEPTION. These requirements do not apply where the use of 

special equipment dictates otherwise or where electrical and 

communications systems receptacles are not normally intended 

for use by building occupants. 

(5) The flash rate shall be a minimum of 1 Hz and a maximum 

of 3 Hz. 

(6) The appliance shall be placed 80 in (2030 mm) above the 

highest floor level within the space or 6 in (152 mm) below 

the ceiling, whichever is lower. 

(7) In general, no place in any room or space required to 

have a visual signal appliance shall be more than 50 fi (15 

m) from the signal (in the horizontal plane). In large rooms 

and spaces exceeding 100 ft (30 m) across, without 

obstructions 6 ft (2 m) above the finish floor, such as 

auditoriums, devices may be placed around the perimeter, 

spaced a maximum 100 fi (30 m) apart, in lieu of suspending 

appliances from the celling. 

(8) No place in common corridors or hallways in which visual 

alarm signaling appliances are required shall be more than 50 

ft (15 m) from the signal. 

 

(“1991 Standards for Accessible Design”, 28 CFR 36 Appendix D) 
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