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PREFACE 

In 1994, the Trial Lawyers Section of The Florida Bar, the 

Conference of Circuit Judges, and the Conference of County Court 

Judges formed a joint committee to provide a forum for the exchange 

of ideas on how to improve the day-to-day practice of law for trial 

lawyers and trial judges. At the committee’s first meeting, it was 

the overwhelming consensus that “discovery abuse” should be the 

top priority. 

The original handbook and the later editions are the result of the 

continued joint efforts of the Trial Lawyers Section, the 

Conference of Circuit Judges, and the Conference of County Court 

Judges. It is intended to be a quick reference for lawyers and 

judges on many recurring discovery problems. It does not profess 

to be the dispositive legal authority on any particular issue. It 

is designed to help busy lawyers and judges quickly access legal 

authority for the covered topics. The ultimate objective is to 

help curtail perceived abuses in discovery so that the search for 

truth is not thwarted by the discovery process itself. The reader 

still should do his or her own research, to include a review of 

local administrative orders and rules. The first edition of this 

handbook was prepared in the fall of 1995. This 2016 (fifteenth) 

edition updates the handbook through December 2015. 
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