
I.A | Middle District Discovery Handbook (2015, FL) | 6/5/2015 

www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 1 of 2 

I.A | COURTESY AND COOPERATION AMONG COUNSEL 

1 - Courtesy. Discovery in this district should be practiced 

with a spirit of cooperation and civility. The district’s 

attorneys and the Court are justifiably proud of the courteous 

practice that is traditional in the Middle District. 

2 - Certificate of Good Faith Conference. Before filing any 

motion in a civil case, except a motion for injunctive relief, 

for judgment on the pleadings, for summary judgment, to 

dismiss or to permit maintenance of a class action, to dismiss 

for failure to state a claim upon which relief can be granted, 

or to involuntarily dismiss an action, the moving party shall 

confer with counsel for the opposing party in a good faith 

effort to resolve the issues raised by the motion, and shall 

file with the motion a statement (1) certifying that the 

moving counsel has conferred with opposing counsel and (2) 

stating whether counsel agree on the resolution of the motion. 

A certification to the effect that opposing counsel was 

unavailable for a conference before filing a motion is 

insufficient to satisfy the parties’ obligation to confer. 

The moving party retains the duty to contact opposing counsel 

expeditiously after filing and to supplement the motion 

promptly with a statement certifying whether or to what extent 

the parties have resolved the issue(s) presented in the 

motion. If the interested parties agree to all or part of the 

relief sought in any motion, the caption of the motion shall 

include the word “unopposed,” “agreed,” or “stipulated” or 

otherwise succinctly inform the reader that, as to all or 

part of the requested relief, no opposition exists. Local 

Rule, 3.01(g), Middle District of Florida. 

The term "confer" in Rule 3.01(g) means a substantive 

discussion. Counsel must respond promptly to inquiries and 

communication from opposing counsel. Many potential discovery 

disputes are resolved (or the differences narrowed or 

clarified) when counsel confer in good faith. Rule 3.01(g) is 

strictly enforced. A motion that does not comply with the 

rule may be summarily denied. 

3 - Scheduling. An attorney shall reasonably attempt to 

accommodate the schedules of opposing counsel, parties, and 

witnesses in scheduling discovery. 
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4 - Stipulations. Unless contrary to Rule 29, Federal Rules 

of Civil Procedure, the parties may stipulate in writing in 

accordance with Local Rule 4.15, Middle District of Florida, 

to alter, amend, or modify any practice with respect to 

discovery. However, any such stipulations do not relieve the 

parties from compliance with court orders, absent approval of 

the Court. 

5 - Withdrawal of Motions. If counsel resolve their 

differences and render a pending discovery motion moot, the 

moving party should immediately file a notice of withdrawal 

of the motion in order to avoid unnecessary judicial labor. 
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