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II | JURISDICTION 

The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.Cv.P., 

which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings. Place an 

"X" in one of the boxes. If there is more than one basis of 

jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below. 

United States plaintiff. (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 

1345 and 1348. Suits by agencies and officers of the United 

States are included here. 

United States defendant. (2) When the plaintiff is suing the 

United States, its officers or agencies, place an "X" in this 

box. 

Federal question. (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 

1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the 

United States, an amendment to the Constitution, an act of 

Congress or a treaty of the United States. In cases where the 

U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes 

precedence, and box 1 or 2 should be marked. 

Diversity of citizenship. (4) This refers to suits under 28 

U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states. 

When Box 4 is checked, the citizenship of the different 

parties must be checked. (See Section III below; NOTE: federal 

question actions take precedence over diversity cases.) 
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