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3 PJI 3 | CONSIDERATION OF DIRECT AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE; 

ARGUMENT OF COUNSEL; COMMENTS BY THE COURT 

As I said before, you must consider only the evidence that I have 

admitted in the case. Evidence includes the testimony of witnesses 

and the exhibits admitted. But, anything the lawyers say is not 

evidence and isn’t binding on you. 

You shouldn’t assume from anything I’ve said that I have any 

opinion about any factual issue in this case. Except for my 

instructions to you on the law, you should disregard anything I 

may have said during the trial in arriving at your own decision 

about the facts. 

Your own recollection and interpretation of the evidence is what 

matters. 

In considering the evidence you may use reasoning and common sense 

to make deductions and reach conclusions. You shouldn’t be 

concerned about whether the evidence is direct or circumstantial. 

“Direct evidence” is the testimony of a person who asserts 

that he or she has actual knowledge of a fact, such as an 

eyewitness. 

“Circumstantial evidence” is proof of a chain of facts and 

circumstances that tend to prove or disprove a fact. There’s 

no legal difference in the weight you may give to either 

direct or circumstantial evidence. 

Annotations and Comments 
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