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3 PJI 5.1 | IMPEACHMENT OF WITNESSES BECAUSE OF INCONSISTENT
STATEMENTS

You should also ask yourself whether there was evidence that a
witness testified falsely about an important fact. And ask whether
there was evidence that at some other time a witness said or did
something, or didn’t say or do something, that was different from
the testimony the witness gave during this trial.

But keep in mind that a simple mistake doesn’t mean a witness
wasn’t telling the truth as he or she remembers it. People
naturally tend to forget some things or remember them inaccurately.
So, i1f a witness misstated something, you must decide whether it
was because of an innocent lapse in memory or an intentional
deception. The significance of your decision may depend on whether
the misstatement is about an important fact or about an unimportant
detail.
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Annotations and Comments

No annotations associated with this instruction.
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