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4 PJI 0 | CLOSING INSTRUCTIONS

Members of the jury, you have now heard all the evidence, my
instructions on the law that you must apply in reaching your
verdict and the closing arguments of the attorneys. You will
shortly retire to the jury room to decide this case. Before you do
so, I have a few last instructions for you.

During deliberations, jurors must communicate about the case only
with one another and only when all jurors are present in the jury
room. You will have in the jury room all of the evidence that was
received during the trial. In reaching your decision, do not do
any research on your own or as a group. Do not use dictionaries,
the Internet, or any other reference materials. Do not investigate
the case or conduct any experiments. Do not visit or view the scene
of any event involved in this case or look at maps or pictures on
the Internet. If you happen to pass by the scene, do not stop or
investigate. All jurors must see or hear the same evidence at the
same time. Do not read, listen to, or watch any news accounts of
this trial.

You are not to communicate with any person outside the jury about
this case. Until you have reached a verdict, you must not talk
about this case in person or through the telephone, writing, or
electronic communication, such as a blog, twitter, e-mail, text
message, or any other means. Do not contact anyone to assist you,
such as a family accountant, doctor, or lawyer. These
communications rules apply until I discharge you at the end of the
case.

If you become aware of any violation of these instructions or any
other instruction I have given in this case, you must tell me by
giving a note to the bailiff.

Any notes you have taken during the trial may be taken to the jury
room for use during your discussions. Your notes are simply an aid
to your own memory, and neither your notes nor those of any other
juror are binding or conclusive. Your notes are not a substitute
for your own memory or that of other jurors. Instead, your verdict
must result from the collective memory and judgment of all jurors
based on the evidence and testimony presented during the trial.

At the conclusion of the trial, the bailiff will collect all of
your notes and immediately destroy them. No one will ever read
your notes.
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In reaching your verdict, do not let bias, sympathy, prejudice,
public opinion, or any other sentiment for or against any party to
influence your decision. Your verdict must be based on the evidence
that has been received and the law on which I have instructed you.

Reaching a verdict is exclusively your Jjob. I cannot participate
in that decision in any way and you should not guess what I think
your verdict should be from something I may have said or done. You
should not think that I prefer one verdict over another. Therefore,
in reaching your verdict, you should not consider anything that I
have said or done, except for my specific instructions to you.

Pay careful attention to all the instructions that I gave you, for
that is the law that you must follow. You will have a copy of my
instructions with you when you go to the jury room to deliberate.
All the instructions are important, and you must consider all of
them together. There are no other laws that apply to this case,
and even if you do not agree with these laws, you must use them in
reaching your decision in this case.

When you go to the jury room, the first thing you should do 1is
choose a presiding Jjuror to act as a foreperson during your
deliberations. The foreperson should see to it that your
discussions are orderly and that everyone has a fair chance to be
heard.

It is your duty to talk with one another in the jury room and to
consider the views of all the jurors. Each of you must decide the
case for yourself, but only after you have considered the evidence
with the other members of the jury. Feel free to change your mind
if you are convinced that your position should be different. You
should all try to agree. But do not give up your honest beliefs
just because the others think differently. Keep an open mind so
that you and your fellow jurors can easily share ideas about the
case.

I will give you a verdict form with questions you must answer. I
have already instructed you on the law that you are to use in
answering these questions. You must follow my instructions and the
form carefully. You must consider each question separately. Please
answer the questions in the order they appear. After you answer a
question, the form tells you what to do next. I will now read the
form to you:

Your verdict must be unanimous, that is, your verdict must be
agreed to by each of you. When you have agreed on your verdict,
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your foreperson must write the date and sign it at the bottom and
return the verdict to the bailiff.

If any of you need to communicate with me for any reason, write me
a note and give it to the bailiff. In your note, do not disclose
any vote or split or the reason for the communication.

You may now retire to decide your verdict.
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