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1.4.01 | INTERNET AVAILABILITY OF DOCKET & DOCUMENTS 

Fourth Circuit case dockets and documents are available on the 

Internet via the Judiciary’s PACER system (Public Access to Court 

Electronic Records). The Fourth Circuit docket is available on the 

Internet even if the district court docket was sealed. If a party’s 

name was sealed in the district court, it should be replaced by 

“Under Seal” or a pseudonym on appeal. 

Due to the electronic availability of court documents, the federal 

rules prohibit including certain personal data identifiers in 

court filings. In addition, parties should not include any data in 

their filings that they would not want on the Internet. Counsel 

should advise their clients on this subject so that an informed 

decision can be made. Responsibility rests with counsel and the 

parties, not with the clerk. 

Documents filed by the parties in immigration, social security, 

and railroad retirement board cases are not accessible over the 

Internet to the public. Public Internet access is limited to the 

court's docket, orders, and opinions in these cases. Parties 

wishing to prevent their full names from appearing in court 

documents, including opinions available on the Internet, may file 

a motion to redact their name to use only their first name and 

last initial rather than their full name. 

 

(4th Circuit Court of Appeals // December 2023) 
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