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2.1.01 | FINAL JUDGMENT RULE 

In general, appeal may be taken only from a final judgment or order 

disposing of all claims against all parties, and leaving nothing 

for the district court to do but execute the judgment. 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1291. The principal exceptions to the requirement of a final 

judgment are: 

• Collateral Order Doctrine 

Under the collateral order doctrine established in Cohen 

v. Beneficial Industrial Loan Corp., 337 U.S. 541, 546 

(1949), an order that determines a right separable from, 

and collateral to, rights asserted in the action, too 

important to be denied review and too independent of the 

cause itself to require that appellate consideration be 

deferred until the whole case is adjudicated can be 

immediately appealed. 

• Rule 54(b) Appeal from Partial Judgment Made Final Under 

Rule 54(b) 

When more than one claim for relief is presented in an 

action, the district court may direct the entry of a 

final judgment as to one or more but fewer than all the 

claims or parties upon an express determination that 

there is no just reason for delay and upon an express 

direction for the entry of judgment to permit appeal to 

be taken from the claims as to which final judgment was 

entered. 

• Interlocutory Appeals from Injunctive Orders 

Under 28 U.S.C. § 1292(a)(1), interlocutory orders 

granting, denying or modifying injunctions are 

appealable. 

 

(4th Circuit Court of Appeals // December 2023) 
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