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2.2.04 | CIVIL APPEALS & IN FORMA PAUPERIS STATUS 

In civil appeals by non-prisoners and in appeals under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 2241, 2254 or 2255, the standard in forma pauperis provisions of 

28 U.S.C. § 1915(a) and Fed. R. App. P. 24 apply. 

If the appellant proceeded in forma pauperis (or CJA) below and 

the district court has not withdrawn its finding of indigent status 

or found that the appeal is not taken in good faith, appellant's 

in forma pauperis status continues on appeal. 28 U.S.C. § 1915(a); 

Fed. R. App. P. 24(a). Otherwise, appellant must file an 

application to proceed in forma pauperis on appeal. 

The court of appeals notifies appellant when the appeal is docketed 

that an application to proceed in forma pauperis must be filed in 

the court of appeals unless appellant has paid the fee to the 

district court or been granted leave to proceed in forma pauperis 

by the district court. 

 

(4th Circuit Court of Appeals // December 2023) 
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