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3.1.03 | RESPONSE LENGTH & CONTENT 

A response cannot exceed 5,200 words (20 pages if handwritten or 

typewritten), exclusive of any cover page, disclosure statement, 

table of contents, table of citations, signature block, 

certificates of counsel, and attachments. A certificate of 

compliance with type-volume limit is required if produced by 

computer. Fed. R. App. P. 27(d). 

A separate brief supporting a response must not be filed. A 

disclosure statement must be filed with the response unless one 

has previously been filed. Loc. R. 27(d)(1). A response may include 

a motion for affirmative relief, but the title of the response 

must alert the court to the request for relief. Fed. R. App. P. 

27(a)(3). 

 

(4th Circuit Court of Appeals // December 2023) 
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