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5.2.06 | ARGUMENT PANEL 

The identity of the argument panel is kept confidential until the 

morning of oral argument. 

The chief judge presides over en banc sessions of the court and 

over all three-judge panels on which the chief sits. The active 

circuit judge most senior in service on a panel is the presiding 

judge for all other oral argument panels. The presiding judge sits 

in the center of the panel; the next most senior judge sits to the 

right of the presiding judge; and the least senior judge on the 

panel sits to the left of the presiding judge. 

An appeal may be heard and decided by two of the three judges 

assigned to a panel, when one judge becomes unavailable. If a panel 

is reduced to two and the two cannot agree, however, the case will 

be reargued before a new three-judge panel which may or may not 

include prior panel members. IOP 36.2. 

 

(4th Circuit Court of Appeals // December 2023) 
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