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6.3.01 | TO WHOM ALLOWED 

Unless otherwise provided by law, agreed by the parties, or ordered 

by the court, if an appeal is dismissed or the judgment affirmed, 

costs are taxed against the appellant; and if the judgment is 

reversed costs are taxed against the appellee. If a judgment is 

affirmed or reversed in part, or is vacated, costs are allowed 

only as ordered by the court. Fed. R. App. P. 39(a). 

Costs for or against the United States, its agency, or officer 

will be assessed only if authorized by law. Fed. R. App. P. 39(b). 

Those instances in which costs are authorized for or against the 

United States are controlled by statute, especially 28 U.S.C. § 

2412 and 5 U.S.C. § 504. 

 

((4th Circuit Court of Appeals // December 2023)) 
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