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4.05 | WHAT HAPPENS AT A COURT HEARING? 

A hearing is a formal court proceeding in which the parties present 

their arguments to the judge and answer the Judge’s questions about 

the motion or other matter being heard. 

Sometimes witnesses can be presented at these hearings. You should 

prepare for a hearing by reviewing all papers that have been filed 

for the hearing and expect to answer questions about issues that 

are being addressed at the hearing. Organize your papers so that 

you can find things easily when you need to answer the Judge’s 

questions. Be sure to have a pen and paper with you so that you 

can take notes. 

 

(Federal Bar Association: Access to Justice Task Force. © 2019. 
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