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1.01 | JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

In order for a federal court to hear a case, it must have 

jurisdiction over the particular action and the parties to the 

action. Federal court jurisdiction may be based on either 

(1) a federal question or 

(2) diversity of citizenship. 

A federal question case is one that alleges that a federal law, 

either a statute or a federal constitutional provision, has been 

violated. A case's federal jurisdiction is based on diversity of 

citizenship when the parties reside in different states and the 

amount in controversy is $75,000 or more. In New York State, the 

Supreme Court of the State of New York is the court of general 

jurisdiction -- it can hear and decide any kind of legal 

controversy between two parties. Therefore, if there is no federal 

statute or federal constitutional provision governing your 

situation, and you and the defendant are citizens of the same 

state, you should consider bringing your action in state court. 

 

(US District Court, New York, Western District // Buffalo, NY 14202 

Pro Se Litigation Guidelines) 
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