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4.03 | AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION 

The second document is an Affidavit in Support of your Motion. 

The caption and index number on your affidavit should be written 

out just as on the Notice of Motion, but instead of writing "Notice 

of Motion," you should write "Affidavit in Support of Motion" below 

the docket number. 

Your affidavit should briefly re-state the relief you want the 

Court to grant, and then should explain in short separately 

numbered paragraphs the reasons you believe you are entitled to 

that relief. For example, in moving for Appointment of Counsel, 

you should describe your inability to continue the action without 

legal assistance, you should explain to the Court why you believe 

your lawsuit has merit, and you should tell the Court what efforts 

you made to secure counsel on your own. You should also attach to 

the affidavit any exhibits that support your motion. 

Note: These instructions assume that you have access to a Notary 

Public, and can get your papers notarized. An affidavit is a 

statement that a person swears is true before a Notary Public, and 

is witnessed by that Notary. If you do not have access to a Notary 

Public, you may use a declaration. The difference between an 

Affidavit and a Declaration is that, instead of a Notary's seal, 

the party who signs the declaration must include a short signed 

and dated statement declaring that the statement is true, as in 

the following: 

“I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 

is true and correct. Executed on (Date). (Signature)”. 

28 U.S.C. §1746. 

 

(US District Court, New York, Western District // Buffalo, NY 14202 

Pro Se Litigation Guidelines) 
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