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8.02 | PRETRIAL PROCEDURES 

Once the discovery period has ended and discovery is completed, 

the judge to whom the case is assigned will conduct final pretrial 

activity in accordance with the pretrial instructions which the 

judge has mailed to the parties. Usually, pretrial activity will 

include a conference between the judge and the parties at which 

they discuss the issues which will be tried and the evidence that 

is to be used at trial. The judge usually will also require that 

a pretrial order be submitted by the parties in which the trial 

plans of the parties are set forth in writing. The purpose of these 

pretrial activities is to help the judge and the parties understand 

exactly what issues will be important at the trial, and to work 

out possible solutions to problems before the trial. The parties 

may wish to discuss settling their case during this final pretrial 

phase. 

Finally, at the pretrial phase the judge may instruct the parties 

as to particular procedures which the judge will use at the trial 

itself. The parties may also be required to submit trial briefs, 

proposed jury instructions and copies of exhibits/documents they 

intend to use at trial. As with all other aspects of a lawsuit in 

federal court, it is important to obey the instructions of the 

judge at the pretrial phase and at the trial itself. 

 

(US District Court, New York, Western District // Buffalo, NY 14202 

Pro Se Litigation Guidelines) 
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