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1-B-9 | LEGISLATURE

Article I, s. 24, Fla. Const., requires that meetings of the
Legislature be open and noticed as provided in Art. III, s. 4(e),
Fla. Const., except with respect to those meetings exempted by the
Legislature pursuant to Art. I, s. 24, Fla. Const., or specifically
closed by the Constitution. And see Art. III, s. 4(c), Fla. Const.
(votes of members during final passage of legislation pending
before a committee and, upon request of two members of a committee
or subcommittee, on any other question, must be recorded).

Pursuant to Art. III, s. 4(e), Fla. Const., the rules of procedure
of each house of the Legislature must provide that all legislative
committee and subcommittee meetings of each house and Jjoint
conference committee meetings be open and noticed. Such rules must
also provide:

[A]1l prearranged gatherings, between more than two
members of the legislature, or between the governor, the
president of the senate, or the speaker of the house of
representatives, the purpose of which is to agree upon
formal legislative action that will be taken at a
subsequent time, or at which formal legislative action
is taken, regarding pending legislation or amendments,
shall be reasonably open to the public. All open meetings
shall be subject to order and decorum. This section shall
be implemented and defined by the rules of each house,
and such rules shall control admission to the floor of
each legislative chamber and may, where reasonably
necessary for security purposes or to protect a witness
appearing before a committee, provide for the closure of
committee meetings. Each house shall be the sole judge
for the interpretation, implementation, and enforcement
of this section.

In accordance with Article III, s. 4(e), both the Senate and the
House of Representatives have adopted rules implementing this
section. Senate Rules may be found online at flsenate.gov. Rules
of the House of Representatives may be found at myfloridahouse.gov.
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