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1-C-1 | BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS OR SERVING AS MEMBERS OF 

ANOTHER PUBLIC BOARD 

a. Board Members Attending Meetings of Another Public Board 

Several Attorney General Opinions have considered whether one 

or more members of a board may attend or participate in a 

meeting of another public board. For example, in AGO 99-55, 

the Attorney General’s Office said that a school board member 

could attend and participate in the meeting of an advisory 

committee appointed by the school board without prior notice 

of his or her attendance. However, the opinion cautioned that 

“if it is known that two or more members of the school board 

are planning to attend and participate, it would be advisable 

to note their attendance in the advisory committee meeting 

notice.” 

Moreover, while recognizing that commissioners may attend 

meetings of a second public board and comment on agenda items 

that may subsequently come before the commission for final 

action, the Attorney General Opinions have also advised that 

if more than one “commissioner is in attendance at such a 

meeting, no discussion or debate may take place among the 

commissioners on those issues.” AGO 00-68. Accord AGO 98-79 

(city commissioner may attend a public community development 

board meeting held to consider a proposed city ordinance and 

express his or her views on the proposed ordinance even though 

other city commissioners may be in attendance; however, the 

city commissioners in attendance may not engage in a 

discussion or debate among themselves because “the city 

commission’s discussions and deliberations on the proposed 

ordinance must occur at a duly noticed city commission 

meeting”). See also AGOs 05-59 and 77-138. 

b. Board Members Serving as Members of Another Public Board 

Board members who also serve on a second public board may 

participate in the public meetings of the second board held 

in accordance with s. 286.011, F.S., and express their 

opinions without violating the Sunshine Law. AGO 07-13. In 

other words, “when two county commissioners are presently 

serving on [a regional planning] council this does not turn 

a meeting of the planning council into a county commission 

meeting, and the Sunshine Law does not require any additional 

or different notice of planning council meetings because of 

the presence of these county commission members.” Id. 
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Similarly, AGO 98-14 concluded that membership of three city 

council members on the metropolitan planning organization did 

not turn a council meeting into a metropolitan planning 

organization meeting that required separate notice. Because, 

however, the discussion of metropolitan planning organization 

matters was planned for the council meeting, the city council 

had properly included mention of such items in its notice of 

the council meeting. 

Additionally, in AGO 91-95, the Attorney General’s Office 

concluded that a county commissioner may attend and 

participate in the discussion at a public meeting held by the 

governing board of a county board on which another 

commissioner serves. However, “in an effort to satisfy the 

spirit of the Sunshine Law,” the opinion also recommended 

that the published notice of the county board “include mention 

of the anticipated attendance and participation of county 

commission members in board proceedings.” Id. 
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