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1-C-13 | REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS 

In the absence of a statutory exemption, the negotiations by a 

public board or commission for the sale or purchase of property 

must be conducted in the sunshine. See City of Miami Beach v. 

Berns, 245 So. 2d 38, 40 (Fla. 1971) (city commission not 

authorized to hold closed sessions to discuss condemnation 

issues). In addition, if the authority of the public board or 

commission to acquire or lease property has been delegated to a 

single member, that member is subject to s. 286.011, F.S., and is 

prohibited from negotiating the acquisition or lease of the 

property in secret. AGO 74-294. Cf. AGO 95-06 (statutory exemption 

from Ch. 119, F.S., for certain records relating to the proposed 

purchase of real property does not authorize a city or its designee 

to conduct negotiations for purchase of property outside the 

Sunshine Law). 

Advisory committees charged with land acquisition responsibilities 

are also subject to the Sunshine Law. See AGOs 87-42 (ad hoc 

committee appointed by mayor to meet with the Chamber of Commerce 

to discuss a proposed transfer of city property), and 86-51 (land 

selection committee appointed by water management district to 

evaluate and recommend projects for acquisition). Cf. Monroe 

County v. Pigeon Key Historical Park, Inc., 647 So. 2d 857 (Fla. 

3d DCA 1994) (committee established by county commission to 

negotiate lease agreement subject to s. 286.011). 
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