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1-C-15 | SOCIAL EVENTS

Members of a public board or commission are not prohibited under
the Sunshine Law from meeting together socially, provided that
matters which may come before the board or commission are not
discussed at such gatherings. AGO 92-79. Accord Inf. Op. to
Batchelor, May 27, 1982.

Therefore, a luncheon meeting held by a private organization for
members of a public board or commission at which there is no
discussion among such officials on matters relating to public
business would not be subject to the Sunshine Law merely because
of the presence of two or more members of a covered board or
commission. AGO 72-158. Cf. AGO 71-295, cautioning that “[plublic
bodies should avoid secret meetings, from which the public and the
press are effectively excluded, preceding official meetings, even
though such secret meetings are held ostensibly for purely social
purposes only and with the understanding that the members of the
public body will, in good faith, attempt to avoid any discussion
of official business.”

(Florida Office of the Attorney General // © March 9, 2023)
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