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1-F-1 | CRIMINAL PENALTIES 

A knowing violation of the Sunshine Law is a misdemeanor of the 

second degree. Section 286.011(3)(b), F.S. See Carlson v. Florida 

Department of Revenue, 227 So. 3d 1261, 1263 (Fla. 1st DCA 2017), 

declaring that the Sunshine Law is “serious business,” because 

“there is criminal liability for officials who knowingly disregard 

it.” 

A person convicted of a second degree misdemeanor may be sentenced 

to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 60 days and/or fined up to 

$500. Sections 775.082(4)(b) and 775.083(1)(e), F.S. The criminal 

penalties apply to members of advisory councils subject to the 

Sunshine Law as well as to members of elected or appointed boards. 

AGO 01-84 (school advisory council members). 

Conduct which occurs outside the state which constitutes a knowing 

violation of the Sunshine Law is a second degree misdemeanor. 

Section 286.011(3)(c), F.S. Such violations are prosecuted in the 

county in which the board or commission normally conducts its 

official business while violations occurring within the state may 

be prosecuted in that county. Section 910.16, F.S. 
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