
TBD | 2-G-11 | Florida's Sunshine Manual | 3/9/2023 

www.TextBookDiscrimination.com | Get Booked Up on Justice | 1 of 2 

2-G-11 | FEE ISSUES RELATING TO SPECIFIC RECORDS 

a. Clerk of Court Records 

(1) County Records 

Pursuant to s. 125.17, F.S., the clerk of the circuit 

court serves as the ex officio clerk to the board of 

county commissioners. Records maintained by the clerk 

which relate to this function (e.g., county resolutions, 

budgets, minutes, etc.) are public records which are 

subject to the copying fees set forth in Ch. 119, F.S., 

and not the service charges set forth in Ch. 28, F.S. 

AGO 85-80. Accord AGO 94-60 (documents such as minutes 

of public meetings, which are in the custody of the clerk 

as ex officio clerk of the board of county commissioners, 

are not subject to the $1.00 per page charge prescribed 

in Ch. 28). See also AGO 82-23 (when members of the 

public use their own photographic equipment to make 

their own copies, the clerk is not entitled to the fees 

prescribed in s. 28.24, F.S., but is entitled only to 

the supervisory service charge now found in s. 

119.07[4][e]2., F.S.). 

(2) Judicial Records 

When the clerk is exercising his or her duties derived 

from Article V of the Constitution, the clerk is not 

subject to legislative control. Times Publishing Company 

v. Ake, 660 So. 2d 255 (Fla. 1995). Thus, when the clerk 

is acting in his or her capacity as part of the judicial 

branch of government, access to the judicial records 

under the clerk’s control is governed exclusively by 

Fla. R. Gen. Prac. & Jud. Admin. 2.420, Public Access to 

and Protection of Judicial Records. Id. See Fla. R. Gen 

Prac. & Jud. Admin. 2.420(b)(2), defining the term 

“judicial branch” for purposes of the rule, to include 

“the clerk of court when acting as an arm of the court.” 

Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial 

Administration 2.420(m)(3) states that “[f ] ees for 

copies of records in all entities in the judicial branch 

of government, except for copies of court records, shall 

be the same as those provided in section 119.07, Florida 

Statutes.” (e.s.). The fees to obtain copies of court 

records are set forth in s. 28.24, F.S. This statute 
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establishes fees that are generally higher than those in 

Ch. 119, F.S. For example, the charge to obtain copies 

of court records is $1.00 per page, rather than 15 cents 

per page as established in s. 119.07(4)(a)1., F.S. And 

see s. 28.222(7), F.S., providing that the Official 

Records are open to the public, but the clerk is not 

required to perform any service in connection with the 

making of copies without payment of service charges as 

provided in s. 28.24, F.S. Cf. WFTV, Inc. v. Wilken, 675 

So. 2d 674 (Fla. 4th DCA 1996). 

b. Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles Crash 

Reports 

In the absence of statutory provision, the charges authorized 

in s. 119.07(4), F.S., govern the fees to obtain copies of 

crash reports from law enforcement agencies. However, there 

are specific statutes which apply to fees to obtain copies of 

reports from the Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles. Section 321.23(2)(a), F.S., provides that the fee 

to obtain a copy of a crash report from the department is 

$10.00 per copy. A copy of a homicide report is $25 per copy. 

Section 321.23(2)(b), F.S. Separate charges are provided for 

photographs. Section 321.23(2)(d), F.S. 
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