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2-B-4 | LEGISLATURE

The Public Records Act does not apply to the legislative branch.
Locke v. Hawkes, 595 So. 2d 32 (Fla. 1992) (definition of “agency”
in the Public Records Act does not include the Legislature or its
members) . There is, however, a constitutional right of access to
legislative records provided in Art. I, s. 24, Fla. Const., which
provides that “[e]very person has the right to inspect or copy any
public record made or received in connection with the official
business of any public body....” This right of access specifically
includes the legislative branch. Article I, s. 24(a), Fla. Const.
The Legislature, however, may provide by general law for the
exemption of records provided that such law must state with
specificity the public necessity Jjustifying the exemption and be
no broader than necessary to accomplish the stated purpose of the
law. Article I, s. 24(c), Fla. Const. Each house of the Legislature
is authorized to adopt rules governing the enforcement of this
section for records of the legislative branch. Id. Any statutes
providing limitations on access which were in effect on July 1,
1993, continue in force and apply to records of the legislative
branch until repealed. Article I, s. 24(d), Fla. Const.

In accordance with Art. I, s. 24(c), Fla. Const., the Senate and
House of Representatives have adopted rules relating to records of
the legislative branch. These rules may be accessed online at
www.flsenate.gov (Florida Senate) and www.myfloridahouse.gov
(Florida House of Representatives).

In addition, s. 11.0431(2), F.S., lists legislative records which
are exempt from inspection and copying. The text of s. 11.0431,
F.S., is set forth in Appendix E. See League of Women Voters v.
Florida House of Representatives, 132 So. 3d 135, 153 (Fla. 2013)
(“We agree that the first issue to be decided is whether the draft
[apportionment] plans fall within the scope of the public records
exemption in section 11.0431[2][e], Florida Statutes [2012], and
that this exemption should be strictly construed in favor of
disclosure”). And see s. 11.26(1), F.S. (legislative employees are
forbidden from revealing to anyone outside the area of their direct
responsibility the contents or nature of any request for services
made by any member of the Legislature except with the consent of
the legislator making the request); and s. 15.07, F.S. (the journal
of the executive session of the Senate shall be kept free from
inspection or disclosure except upon order of the Senate itself or
some court of competent jurisdiction).
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