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RULE 1-12.1 | AMENDMENT TO RULES; AUTHORITY; NOTICE; PROCEDURES; 

COMMENTS 

(a) Authority to Amend. The Board of Governors of The Florida 

Bar has the authority to amend chapters 7 and 9, as well as 

standards for the individual areas of certification within 

chapter 6 of these Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, 

consistent with the notice, publication, and comments 

requirements provided below. Only the Supreme Court of 

Florida has the authority to amend all other chapters of these 

Rules Regulating The Florida Bar. 

(b) Proposed Amendments. Any member of The Florida Bar in 

good standing or a section or committee of The Florida Bar 

may request the board of governors to consider an amendment 

to these Rules Regulating The Florida Bar. 

(c) Board Review of Proposed Amendments. The board of 

governors will review proposed amendments by referral of the 

proposal to an appropriate board committee for substantive 

review. After substantive review, an appropriate committee of 

the board will review the proposal for consistency with these 

rules and the policies of The Florida Bar. After completion 

of review, a recommendation concerning the proposal will be 

made to the board. 

(d) Notice of Proposed Board Action. Notice of the proposed 

action of the board on a proposed amendment will be given in 

an edition of The Florida Bar News and on The Florida Bar 

website prior to the meeting of the board at which the board 

action is taken. The notice will identify the rule(s) to be 

amended and state in general terms the nature of the proposed 

amendments. 

(e) Comments by Members. Any member may request a copy of the 

proposed amendments and may file written comments concerning 

them. The comments must be filed with the executive director 

sufficiently in advance of the board meeting to allow for 

distribution to the members of the board. 

(f) Approval of Amendments. Amendments to other than chapters 

7 and 9, as well as the standards for the individual areas of 

certification within chapter 6 of these Rules Regulating The 

Florida Bar must be by petition to the Supreme Court of 

Florida. Petitions to amend these Rules Regulating The 

Florida Bar may be filed by the board of governors or by 50 
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members in good standing, provided that any amendments 

proposed by members of the bar must be filed 90 days after 

filing them with The Florida Bar. 

(g) Notice of Intent to File Petition. Notice of intent to 

file a petition to amend these Rules Regulating The Florida 

Bar will be published in The Florida Bar News and on The 

Florida Bar website at least 30 days before the filing of the 

petition. The notice will identify the rule(s) to be amended, 

state in general terms the nature of the proposed amendments, 

state the date the petition will be filed, and state that any 

comments or objections must be filed within 30 days of filing 

the petition. The full text of the proposed amendment(s) will 

be published on The Florida Bar website. A copy of all 

comments or objections must be served on the executive 

director of The Florida Bar and any persons who may have made 

an appearance in the matter. 

(h) Action by the Supreme Court of Florida. The court will 

review all proposed amendments filed under this rule and any 

amendments will not become effective until an order is issued 

approving them. A summary of final action of the court will 

be reported in The Florida Bar News and on The Florida Bar 

website. 

(i) Waiver. On good cause shown, the court may waive any or 

all of the provisions of this rule. 

(j) Action by the Chief Justice. Upon request of The Florida 

Bar, or sua sponte, in the event of a public health emergency 

or other emergency situation that requires mitigation of the 

effects of the emergency on The Florida Bar and other 

participants under the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar, the 

chief justice may enter such order or orders as may be 

appropriate to: suspend, extend, toll, or otherwise change 

time periods, deadlines, or standards imposed by the Rules 

Regulating the Florida Bar, orders, or opinions; suspend the 

application of or modify other requirements or limitations 

imposed by rules, orders, or opinions, including, without 

limitation, those governing the use of communication 

equipment and proceedings conducted by remote electronic 

means; and require or authorize temporary implementation of 

procedures and other measures, which may be inconsistent with 

applicable requirements, to address the emergency situation. 
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(Amended Oct. 10, 1991, effective January 1, 1992 (587 So.2d 1121); July 23, 1992, effective 

January 1, 1993 (605 So.2d 252); July 1, 1993 (621 So.2d 1032); July 20, 1995 (658 So.2d 930); 

November 19, 2009, effective February 1, 2010 (24 So.3d 63); April 12, 2012, effective July 1, 

2012 (101 So.3d 807); November 9, 2017, effective February 1, 2018 (234 So. 3d 577); April 9, 

2020, effective immediately (SC20-392).) 
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