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3-4.4 | CRIMINAL MISCONDUCT 

A determination or judgment by a court of competent jurisdiction 

that a member of The Florida Bar is guilty of any crime or offense 

that is a felony under the laws of that court’s jurisdiction is 

cause for automatic suspension from the practice of law in Florida, 

unless the judgment or order is modified or stayed by the Supreme 

Court of Florida, as provided in these rules. The Florida Bar may 

initiate disciplinary action regardless of whether the respondent 

has been tried, acquitted, or convicted in a court for an alleged 

criminal misdemeanor or felony offense. The board may, in its 

discretion, withhold prosecution of disciplinary proceedings 

pending the outcome of criminal proceedings against the 

respondent. If a respondent is acquitted in a criminal proceeding 

that acquittal is not a bar to disciplinary proceedings. Likewise, 

the findings, judgment, or decree of any court in civil proceedings 

is not necessarily binding in disciplinary proceedings. 

 

(Amended July 23, 1992, effective Jan. 1, 1993 (605 So.2d 252), amended November 9, 2017, 

effective February 1, 2018 (234 So.3d 632).) 
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