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3-7.8 | PROCEDURES BEFORE A CIRCUIT COURT 

(a) Filing of Motion. Whenever it shall be made known to any 

of the judges of the district courts of appeal or any judge 

of a circuit court or a county court in this state that a 

member of The Florida Bar practicing in any of the courts of 

the district or judicial circuit or county has been guilty of 

any unprofessional act as defined by these rules, such judge 

may direct the state attorney for the circuit in which the 

alleged offense occurred to make in writing a motion in the 

name of the State of Florida to discipline such attorney, 

setting forth in the motion the particular act or acts of 

conduct for which the attorney is sought to be disciplined. 

(b) Copy Served Upon Respondent. Upon the filing of a motion 

in circuit court to discipline an attorney, a copy thereof 

shall be served upon the respondent attorney, and the 

respondent shall, within 20 days after the service thereof, 

file an answer thereto. A copy of such motion shall be filed 

with the executive director of The Florida Bar at the time of 

service upon the respondent. 

(c) Trial Before a Circuit Judge. Upon the filing of the 

answer, the chief judge of the judicial circuit in which the 

alleged offense occurred shall designate a judge other than 

the judge who directed the filing of the motion to try said 

cause. Such judge shall conduct a hearing thereon and shall 

hear the evidence to be offered by the State of Florida and 

the respondent. A representative or representatives of The 

Florida Bar, appointed by the board, shall have the right to 

be present and to observe the proceedings. Upon the conclusion 

of the hearing, the judge shall enter such judgment of 

dismissal, reprimand, probation, suspension, or disbarment as 

shall be appropriate to the circumstances. The parties shall 

be entitled to compulsory process to force the attendance of 

any witnesses. 
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(d) Judgment Filed in Supreme Court of Florida. If the 

judgment be one of public reprimand, probation, suspension, 

or disbarment, 3 certified copies of the same shall be 

forthwith filed by the clerk of the trial court with the clerk 

of the Supreme Court of Florida. The clerk of the Supreme 

Court of Florida shall retain one copy for the court’s 

records, deliver to the executive director of The Florida Bar 

one copy of the judgment for The Florida Bar’s official 

records, and shall forthwith serve the third copy upon the 

respondent. 

(e) Petition for Appellate Review. The respondent may appeal 

from a judgment entered by a circuit court. Such appeal shall 

be made in the manner provided by rule 3-7.7. 

(f) Duty to Expedite Proceedings. It shall be the duty of the 

state attorney who is directed to file said motion to file 

the same promptly and to dispose of said controversy 

expeditiously. 

(g) Readmission or Reinstatement. Readmission or 

reinstatement of attorneys disbarred or suspended by 

proceedings in circuit courts shall be governed as elsewhere 

provided in these rules. 

(h) Reporting Misconduct to The Florida Bar. Nothing herein 

shall be construed to discourage or restrict the right and 

responsibility of a judge to refer to The Florida Bar the 

conduct of its members, which in the opinion of the judge, 

warrants investigation to determine if a violation of the 

Rules of Professional Conduct has occurred. 

 

(Former Rule 3-7.7 renumbered as Rule 3-7.8 March 16, 1990, effective March 17, 1990 (558 

So.2d 1008). Amended July 23, 1992, effective Jan. 1, 1993 (605 So.2d 252).) 
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