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3-7.16 | LIMITATION ON TIME TO OPEN INVESTIGATION

(a) Time for Initiating Investigation of Complaints and Re-
opened Cases.

(1) Initial Complaint or Investigation. A complainant
must make a written inquiry to The Florida Bar within 6
years from the time the matter giving rise to the inquiry
or complaint 1is discovered or, with due diligence,
should have been discovered. The Florida Bar must open
an investigation initiated by The Florida Bar within 6
years from the time the matter giving rise to the
investigation is discovered or, with due diligence,
should have been discovered.

(2) Re-opened Investigations. A re-opened disciplinary
investigation 1is not time barred by this rule 1if the
investigation is re-opened within 1 year after the date
on which the matter was closed, except that a re-opened
investigation based on a deferral made 1in accordance
with bar policy and as authorized elsewhere in these
Rules Regulating The Florida Bar is not barred if re-
opened within 1 vyear after actual notice of the
conclusion of the civil, criminal, or other proceedings
on which the deferral was based.

(3) Deferred Investigations. A disciplinary
investigation which began with the opening of a
discipline file and bar inquiries to a respondent within
the 6-year time period as described in this rule and was
then deferred in accordance with bar policy and the Rules
Regulating The Florida Bar, is not time barred under
this rule if a grievance committee finds probable cause
and the bar files its formal complaint within 1 year
after actual notice of the conclusion of the civil,
criminal, or other proceedings on which deferral was
based.

(b) Exception for Theft or Conviction of a Felony Criminal
Offense. There is no limit on the time in which to present,
reopen, or bring a matter alleging theft or conviction of a
felony criminal offense by a member of The Florida Bar.
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(c) Tolling Based on Fraud, Concealment, or
Misrepresentation. The limitation of time in which to bring
or reopen a complaint within this rule is tolled where it can
be shown that fraud, concealment, or intentional
misrepresentation of fact prevented the discovery of the
matter giving rise to the inquiry or complaint.

(d) Constitutional Officers. Inquiries raised or complaints
presented by or to The Florida Bar about the conduct of a
constitutional officer who is required to be a member in good
standing of The Florida Bar must be commenced within 6 years
after the constitutional officer vacates office.

(Added July 20, 1995 (658 So.2d 930). Amended effective March 23, 2000 (763 So.2d 1002);
December 20, 2007, effective March 1, 2008 (SC06-736) (978 So.2d 91), amended November 9,
2017, effective February 1, 2018.)
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