4-8.2 Rules Regulating the Florida Bar | 5/22/2006

4-8.2 | BAR ADMISSION AND DISCIPLINARY MATTERS

(a) Impugning Qualifications and Integrity of Judges or Other
Officers. A lawyer shall not make a statement that the lawyer
knows to be false or with reckless disregard as to its truth
or falsity concerning the qualifications or integrity of a
judge, mediator, arbitrator, adjudicatory officer, public
legal officer, juror or member of the venire, or candidate
for election or appointment to judicial or legal office.

(b) Candidates for Judicial Office; Code of Judicial Conduct
Applies. A lawyer who is a candidate for judicial office shall
comply with the applicable provisions of Florida’s Code of
Judicial Conduct.

(Amended and effective June 8, 1989 (544 So.2d 193); amended July 23, 1992, effective Jan. 1,
1993 (605 So.2d 252).)

Comments

Assessments by lawyers are relied on in evaluating the professional or personal fitness of
persons being considered for election or appointment to judicial office and to public legal offices,
such as attorney general, prosecuting attorney, and public defender. Expressing honest and candid
opinions on such matters contributes to improving the administration of justice. Conversely, false
statements by a lawyer can unfairly undermine public confidence in the administration of justice.

False statements or statements made with reckless disregard for truth or falsity concerning
potential jurors, jurors serving in pending cases, or jurors who served in concluded cases
undermine the impartiality of future jurors who may fear to execute their duty if their decisions
are ridiculed. Lawyers may not make false statements or any statement made with the intent to
ridicule or harass jurors.

When a lawyer seeks judicial office, the lawyer should be bound by applicable limitations
on political activity.

To maintain the fair and independent administration of justice, lawyers are encouraged to
continue traditional efforts to defend judges and courts unjustly criticized.
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