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CANON 2A | [LEGAL COMPLIANCE] 

A judge shall respect and comply with the law and shall act at all 

times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity 

and impartiality of the judiciary. 

 

Commentary 

Canon 2A. Irresponsible or improper conduct by judges erodes public confidence in the 

judiciary. A judge must avoid all impropriety and appearance of impropriety. A judge must expect 

to be the subject of constant public scrutiny. A judge must therefore accept restrictions on the 

judge’s conduct that might be viewed as burdensome by the ordinary citizen and should do so 

freely and willingly. Examples are the restrictions on judicial speech imposed by Sections 3B(9) 

and (10) that are indispensable to the maintenance of the integrity, impartiality, and independence 

of the judiciary. 

The prohibition against behaving with impropriety or the appearance of impropriety applies 

to both the professional and personal conduct of a judge. Because it is not practicable to list all 

prohibited acts, the proscription is necessarily cast in general terms that extend to conduct by 

judges that is harmful although not specifically mentioned in the Code. Actual improprieties under 

this standard include violations of law, court rules, or other specific provisions of this Code. The 

test for appearance of impropriety is whether the conduct would create in reasonable minds, with 

knowledge of all the relevant circumstances that a reasonable inquiry would disclose, a perception 

that the judge’s ability to carry out judicial responsibilities with integrity, impartiality, and 

competence is impaired. 

See also Commentary under Section 2C. 

 

[Commentary amended Jan. 5, 2006 (918 So. 2d 949).] 
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