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CANON 5G | PRACTICE OF LAW

A judge shall not practice law. Notwithstanding this prohibition,
a judge may act pro se and may, without compensation, give legal
advice to and draft or review documents for a member of the judge's
family.

(TAmended Jan. 10, 2002 (816 So. 2d 1084); Feb. 20, 2003 (840 So. 2d 1023); Nov. 3, 2005,
effective Jan. 1, 2006 (915 So. 2d 145); May 22, 2008 (983 So. 2d 550); June 19, 2014 (141 So.
3d 1172); July 7, 2016, effective Oct. 1, 2016 (194 So. 3d 1015) ; May 18, 2017, effective Jan. 1,
2017 (218 So. 3d 432); amended effective May 21, 2021 (317 So0.3d 1090).])

Commentary

Canon 5G. This prohibition refers to the practice of law in a representative capacity and
not in a pro se capacity. A judge may act for himself or herself in all legal matters, including
matters involving litigation and matters involving appearances before or other dealings with
legislative and other governmental bodies. However, in so doing, a judge must not abuse the
prestige of office to advance the interests of the judge or the judge’s family. See Canon 2B. The
Code allows a judge to give legal advice to and draft legal documents for members of the judge’s
family, so long as the judge receives no compensation. A judge must not, however, act as an
advocate or negotiator for a member of the judge’s family in a legal matter.
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