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CANON 6C | CONFIDENTIAL FINANCIAL REPORTING TO THE JUDICIAL
QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

To ensure that complete financial information is available for all
judicial officers, there shall Dbe filed with the Judicial
Qualifications Commission on or before July 1 of each year, if not
already included in the public report to be filed under Canon 6B (1)
and (2), a verified list of the names of the corporations and other
business entities in which the judge has a financial interest as
of December 31 of the preceding year, which shall be transmitted
in a separate sealed envelope, placed by the Commission in
safekeeping, and not be opened or the contents thereof disclosed
except in the manner hereinafter provided.

At any time during or after the pendency of a cause, any party may
request information as to whether the most recent list filed by
the Jjudge or Jjudges before whom the cause is or was pending
contains the name of any specific person or corporation or other
business entity which 1is a party to the cause or which has a
substantial direct or indirect financial interest in its outcome.
Neither the making of the request nor the contents thereof shall
be revealed by the chair to any judge or other person except at
the instance of the individual making the request. If the request
meets the requirements hereinabove set forth, the chair shall
render a prompt answer thereto and thereupon return the report to
safekeeping for retention in accordance with the provisions
hereinabove stated. All such requests shall be verified and
transmitted to the chair of the Commission on forms to be approved
by it.

(TAmended Jan. 10, 2002 (816 So. 2d 1084); May 18, 2017, effective Jan. 1, 2017 218 So. 3d 432);
May 10, 2018 (2018 WL 2146549).])
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Commentary

Canons 6B and 6C. Subparagraph A prescribes guidelines for additional compensation,
reimbursements, or direct payments of expenses, and waivers of fees or charges accepted by a
judge.

Subparagraphs B and C prescribe the three types of financial disclosure reports required of
each judicial officer. The filing of the disclosure reports required under Canon 6B is the only public
disclosure of financial interests, compensation, gifts, expense reimbursements, or other benefits
that a judge is required to make under this Code or the Florida Constitution. By filing the required
disclosure reports, a judge fulfills all the expectations of conduct, and ethical and constitutional
requirements related to such disclosure.

The first disclosure report is the Ethics Commission’s constitutionally required form
pursuant to Article Il, Section 8, of the Constitution. It must be filed each year as prescribed by
law. The financial reporting period is for the previous calendar year. A final disclosure statement
generally is required when a judge leaves office. The filing of the income tax return is a permissible
alternative.

The second is a report of gifts, reimbursements or direct payments of expenses, and waivers
of fees or charges accepted during the preceding calendar year to be filed publicly with the Florida
Commission on Ethics. The gifts to be reported are in accordance with Canons 5D(5)(a) and
5D(5)(h). The expense reimbursements and payments, and waivers to be reported are in
accordance with Canon 6A(3). This reporting is in lieu of that prescribed by statute as stated in the
Supreme Court’s opinion rendered in In re Code of Judicial Conduct, 281 So.2d 21 (Fla.1973).
The form for this report is as follows:
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Form 6A. Disclosure of Gifts, Expense Reimbursements or Payments, and Waivers of Fees
and Charges

All judicial officers must file with the Florida Commission on Ethics a list of all reportable
gifts accepted, and reimbursements or direct payments of expenses, and waivers of fees or charges
accepted from sources other than the state or a judicial branch entity as defined in Florida Rule of
Judicial Administration 2.420(b)(2), during the preceding calendar year as provided in Canons
5D(5)(a) and 5D(5)(h), Canon 6A(3), and Canon 6B(2) of the Code of Judicial Conduct, by date
received, description (including dates, location, and purpose of event or activity for which
expenses, fees, or charges were reimbursed, paid, or waived), source’s name, and amount for gifts

only.

Name:

Work Telephone:
Work Address:
Judicial Office Held:

1. Please identify all reportable gifts you received during the preceding calendar year, as
required by Canons 5D(5)(a), 5D(5)(h), and 6B(2) of the Code of Judicial Conduct.

DATE DESCRIPTION SOURCE AMOUNT

0 Check here if continued on separate sheet

2. Please identify all reportable reimbursements or direct payments of expenses, and
waivers of fees or charges you received during the preceding calendar year, as required by Canons
6A(3) and 6B(2) of the Code of Judicial Conduct.

DESCRIPTION
(Include dates, location, and
DATE purpose of event or activity for SOURCE

which expenses, fees, or charges
were reimbursed, paid, or waived)
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OATH
State of Florida

County of

I, , the public official filing this disclosure statement, being first
duly sworn, do depose on oath and say that the facts set forth in the above statement are true,
correct, and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

(Signature of Reporting Official)

(Signature of Officer Authorized to Administer Oaths)

My Commission expires

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of , 20
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The third financial disclosure report is prescribed in subparagraph C. This provision
ensures that there will be complete financial information for all judicial officers available with the
Judicial Qualifications Commission by requiring that full disclosure be filed confidentially with
the Judicial Qualifications Commission in the event the limited disclosure alternative is selected
under the provisions of Article Il, Section 8.

The amendment to this Canon requires in 6B(2) a separate gift report to be filed with the
Florida Commission on Ethics on or before July 1 of each year. The form to be used for that report
is included in the commentary to Canon 6. It should be noted that Canon 5, as it presently exists,
restricts and prohibits the acceptance of certain gifts. This provision is not applicable to other
public officials.

With reference to financial disclosure if the judge chooses the limited disclosure alternative
available under the provision of Article Il, Section 8, of the Constitution of Florida, without the
inclusion of the judge’s Federal Income Tax Return, then the judge must file with the Commission
a list of the names of corporations or other business entities in which the judge has a financial
interest even though the amount is less than $1,000. This information remains confidential until a
request is made by a party to a cause before the judge. This latter provision continues to ensure
that complete financial information for all judicial officers is available with the Judicial
Qualifications Commission and that parties who are concerned about a judge’s possible financial
interest have a means of obtaining that information as it pertains to a particular cause before the
judge.

[Commentary amended Jan. 10, 2002 (816 So. 2d 1084); May 18, 2017, effective Jan. 1, 2017
(218 So. 3d 432); May 10, 2018 (2018 WL 2146549).]
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