TBD | CANON 7B Florida Code of Judicial Conduct | 1/15/2023

CANON 7B | CANDIDATES SEEKING APPOINTMENT TO JUDICIAL OR OTHER
GOVERNMENTAL OFFICE

(1) A candidate for appointment to judicial office or a judge
seeking other governmental office shall not solicit or accept
funds, personally or through a committee or otherwise, to
support his or her candidacy.

(2) A candidate for appointment to judicial office or a judge
seeking other governmental office shall not engage 1in any
political activity to secure the appointment except that:

(a) such persons may:

(i) communicate with the appointing authority,
including any selection or nominating commission or
other agency designated to screen candidates;

(ii) seek  support or endorsement for the
appointment from organizations that regularly make
recommendations for reappointment or appointment to
the office, and from individuals; and

(iii) provide to those specified 1in Sections
7B (2) (a) (1) and 7B(2) (a) (1i1) information as to his
or her qualifications for the office;

(b) a non-judge candidate for appointment to judicial
office may, in addition, unless otherwise prohibited by
law:

(1) retain an office in a political organization,
(ii) attend political gatherings, and

(iii) continue to pay ordinary assessments and
ordinary contributions to a political organization
or candidate and purchase tickets for political
party dinners or other functions.

([Amended Aug. 24, 1995 (659 So. 2d 692); May 30, 2006 (675 So. 2d 111); Nov. 12, 1998 (720
So. 2d 1079); March 10, 2005 (897 So. 2d 1262); Jan. 5, 2006 (918 So. 2d 949): July 3, 2008 (985
So. 2d 1073); June 11, 2015 (167 So. 3d 399).])
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Commentary

Canon 7B(2). Section 7B(2) provides a limited exception to the restrictions imposed by
Sections 7A(1) and 7D. Under Section 7B(2), candidates seeking reappointment to the same
judicial office or appointment to another judicial office or other governmental office may apply
for the appointment and seek appropriate support.

Although under Section 7B(2) non-judge candidates seeking appointment to judicial office
are permitted during candidacy to retain office in a political organization, attend political
gatherings and pay ordinary dues and assessments, they remain subject to other provisions of this
Code during candidacy. See Sections 7B(1), 7B(2)(a), 7E and Application Section.

[Commentary amended Aug. 24, 1995 (659 So. 2d 692); March 10, 2005 (897 So. 2d 1262); Jan.
5, 2006 (918 So. 2d 949); July 3, 2008 (985 So. 2d 1073); June 11, 2015 (167 So. 3d 399).]
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