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CANON 5E | FIDUCIARY ACTIVITIES 

(1) A judge shall not serve as executor, administrator or 

other personal representative, trustee, guardian, attorney in 

fact or other fiduciary, except for the estate, trust or 

person of a member of the judge’s family, and then only if 

such service will not interfere with the proper performance 

of judicial duties. 

(2) A judge shall not serve as a fiduciary if it is likely 

that the judge as a fiduciary will be engaged in proceedings 

that would ordinarily come before the judge, or if the estate, 

trust or ward becomes involved in adversary proceedings in 

the court on which the judge serves or one under its appellate 

jurisdiction. 

(3) The same restrictions on financial activities that apply 

to a judge personally also apply to the judge while acting in 

a fiduciary capacity. 

 

([Amended Jan. 10, 2002 (816 So. 2d 1084); Feb. 20, 2003 (840 So. 2d 1023); Nov. 3, 2005, 

effective Jan. 1, 2006 (915 So. 2d 145); May 22, 2008 (983 So. 2d 550); June 19, 2014 (141 So. 

3d 1172); July 7, 2016, effective Oct. 1, 2016 (194 So. 3d 1015) ; May 18, 2017, effective Jan. 1, 

2017 (218 So. 3d 432).]) 

 

Commentary 

Canon 5E(3). The restrictions imposed by this Canon may conflict with the judge’s 

obligation as a fiduciary. For example, a judge should resign as trustee if detriment to the trust 

would result from divestiture of holdings the retention of which would place the judge in violation 

of Canon 5D(4). 

 

[Commentary amended Feb. 20, 2003 (840 So. 2d 1023); Nov. 3, 2005, effective Jan. 1, 2006 (915 

So. 2d 145); May 22, 2008 (983 So. 2d 550); June 19, 2014 (141 So. 3d 1172); July 7, 2016, 

effective Oct. 1, 2016 (194 So. 3d 1015); May 18, 2017, effective Jan. 1, 2017 (218 So. 3d 432).] 
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