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CANON 4- | PREAMBLE 

A judge may engage in extrajudicial activities, including law-

related pursuits and civic, charitable, educational, religious, 

social, financial, fiduciary, and governmental activities, and may 

speak, write, lecture, and teach on both law-related and nonlegal 

subjects. However, a judge should not participate in extrajudicial 

activities that detract from the dignity of the judge’s office, 

interfere with the performance of the judge’s official duties, 

reflect adversely on the judge’s impartiality, lead to frequent 

disqualification, or violate the limitations set forth below. 

 

Commentary 

Canon 4. Complete separation of a judge from extrajudicial activities is neither possible 

nor wise; a judge should not become isolated from the society in which the judge lives. As a 

judicial officer and a person specially learned in the law, a judge is in a unique position to 

contribute to the law, the legal system, and the administration of justice, including revising 

substantive and procedural law and improving criminal and juvenile justice. To the extent that the 

judge’s time permits and impartiality is not compromised, the judge is encouraged to do so, either 

independently or through a bar association, judicial conference, or other organization dedicated to 

the law. Subject to the same limitations, judges may also engage in a wide range of non-law-related 

activities. 

Within the boundaries of applicable law (see, e.g., 18 USC §953) a judge may express 

opposition to the persecution of lawyers and judges anywhere in the world if the judge has 

ascertained, after reasonable inquiry, that the persecution is occasioned by conflict between the 

professional responsibilities of the persecuted judge or lawyer and the policies or practices of the 

relevant government. 

A person other than a spouse with whom the judge maintains both a household and an 

intimate relationship should be considered a member of the judge’s family for purposes of legal 

assistance under Canon 4A(5), fund raising under Canon 4C, and family business activities under 

Canon 4D(2). 
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