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CANON 4A | LAW-RELATED ACTIVITIES

(1) Speaking, Writing, and Teaching. A judge may speak, write,
lecture, teach, and participate 1n other activities
concerning the law, the legal system, and the administration
of justice.

(2) Consultation. A Jjudge may consult with or appear at a
public hearing before an executive or legislative body or
official:

(a) on matters concerning the law, the legal system, or
the administration of justice;

(b) to the extent that it would generally be perceived
that a Jjudge’s Jjudicial experience provides special
expertise in the area; or

(c) when the judge is acting pro se in a matter involving
the judge or the judge’s interest.

(3) Organizations. A judge may participate in and serve as a
member, officer, director, trustee, or nonlegal advisor of a
nonprofit organization devoted to the law, the legal system,
or the administration of Jjustice and may assist such an
organization in the management and investment of funds. A
judge may make recommendations to public and private fund-
granting agencies about projects and programs concerning the
law, the legal system, and the administration of justice.

(4) Arbitration and Mediation. A judge should not act as an
arbitrator or mediator or otherwise perform Jjudicial
functions apart from the Jjudge’s official duties unless
expressly authorized by law.

(5) Practice of Law. A Jjudge should not practice law and
should not serve as a family member’s lawyer in any forum. A
judge may, however, act pro se and may, without compensation,
give legal advice to and draft or review documents for a
member of the judge’s family.
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Commentary

Canon 4A. Teaching and serving on the board of a law school are permissible, but in the
case of a for-profit law school, board service is limited to a nongoverning advisory board.

Consistent with this Canon, a judge may encourage lawyers to provide pro bono legal
Services.

Canon 4A(4). This Canon generally prohibits a judge from mediating a state court matter,
except in unusual circumstances (e.g., when a judge is mediating a federal matter that cannot be
resolved effectively without addressing the related state court matter).

Canon 4A(5). A judge may act pro se in all legal matters, including matters involving
litigation and matters involving appearances before or other dealings with governmental bodies.
In so doing, a judge must not abuse the prestige of office to advance the interests of the judge or
the judge’s family.
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