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CANON 4F | GOVERNMENTAL APPOINTMENTS 

A judge may accept appointment to a governmental committee, 

commission, or other position only if it is one that concerns the 

law, the legal system, or the administration of justice, or if 

appointment of a judge is required by federal statute. A judge 

should not, in any event, accept such an appointment if the judge’s 

governmental duties would tend to undermine the public confidence 

in the integrity, impartiality, or independence of the judiciary. 

A judge may represent the judge’s country, state, or locality on 

ceremonial occasions or in connection with historical, 

educational, and cultural activities. 

 

Commentary 

Canon 4F. The appropriateness of accepting extrajudicial assignments must be assessed in 

light of the demands on judicial resources and the need to protect the courts from involvement in 

matters that may prove to be controversial. Judges should not accept governmental appointments 

that could interfere with the effectiveness and independence of the judiciary, interfere with the 

performance of the judge’s judicial responsibilities, or tend to undermine public confidence in the 

judiciary. 
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