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ITEM 18 | TAKE A RECESS!

This motion is practically a combination of the two preceding, to
which it yields, taking precedence of all other motions. If made
when other business is before the assembly, it is a privileged
motion and is undebatable and can have no subsidiary motion applied
to it except amend. It can be amended as to the length of the
recess. 1t takes effect immediately. A motion to take a recess
made when no business is before the assembly, or a motion to take
a recess at a future time, has no privilege, and is treated as any
other main motion. A recess 1s an intermission in the day's
proceedings, as for meals or for counting the ballots when much
time 1is required; or in the case of meetings 1like conventions
lasting for several days a recess is sometimes taken over an entire
day. When a recess is provided for in the order of exercises, or
program, the chair, when the time arrives, announces the fact and
says the assembly stands adjourned, or in recess, to the specified
hour. The assembly by a two-thirds vote can postpone the time for
taking a recess, or adjournment. When the hour has arrived to which
the recess was taken, the chairman calls the assembly to order and
the business proceeds the same as if no recess had been taken. If
the recess was taken after a vote had been taken and before it was
announced, then the first business is the announcement of the vote.
The intermissions in the proceedings of a day are termed recesses,
whether the assembly voted to take a recess, or whether it simply
adjourned having previously adopted a program or rule providing
for the hours of meeting. When an assembly has frequent short
regular meetings not lasting over a day, and an adjourned meeting
is held on another day, the interval between the meetings is not
referred to as a recess.

Footnotes

! Congress has omitted this motion from its latest revision of the list of privileged motions, on
account of its abuse for filibustering purposes, and its being so seldom needed.
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