TBD | Item 38 | Robert Rules of Order | 5/1/1915

ITEM 38 | RENEWAL OF A MOTION

When an original main motion or an amendment has been adopted, or
rejected, or a main motion has been postponed indefinitely, or an
objection to 1its consideration has Dbeen sustained, it, or
practically the same motion, cannot be again brought before the
assembly at the same session, except by a motion to reconsider or
to rescind the vote. But it may be introduced again at any future
session.

In assemblies having regular sessions as often at least as
quarterly, a main motion cannot be renewed until after the close
of the next regular session, if it was postponed to that next
session; or laid on the table; or adopted, or rejected, or
postponed indefinitely, and the motion to reconsider was made and
not acted on at the previous session. In these cases the question
can be reached at the next session at the time to which it was
postponed, or by taking it from the table, or by reconsidering the
vote.

In assemblies whose regular sessions are not as frequent as
quarterly, any motion which has not been committed or postponed to
the next session may be renewed at that next session. The motions
to adjourn, to take a recess, and to lay on the table, may be made
again and again, provided there has been progress in debate or
business, but the making of, or voting on, these motions is not
business that justifies the renewal of a motion. Neither a motion
to postpone indefinitely nor an amendment can be renewed at the
same session, but the other subsidiary motions may be renewed
whenever the progress in debate or business is such as to make the
question before the assembly practically a different one. To take
from the table and a call for the orders of the day may be renewed
after the business is disposed of that was taken up when the motion
to take from the table, or for the orders of the day, was lost. To
postpone indefinitely cannot be renewed even though the main motion
has been amended since the indefinite postponement was previously
moved. A point of order cannot be raised if an identical one has
been raised previously without success during the same session.
And after the chair has been sustained in a ruling he need not
entertain an appeal from a similar decision during the same
session. Minutes may be corrected regardless of the time elapsed
and of the fact that the correction had been previously proposed
and lost.
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When a subject which has been referred to a committee is reported
back at the same meeting, or a subject that has been laid on the
table is taken up at the same meeting, it is not a renewal.

The following motions, unless they have been withdrawn, cannot be
renewed at the same session: to adopt or postpone indefinitely an
original main motion; to amend; to reconsider, unless the question
to be reconsidered was amended materially when ©previously
reconsidered; to object to the consideration of a question; to fix
the same time to which to adjourn; to suspend the rules for the
same purpose at the same meeting, though it may be renewed at
another meeting held the same day.

It is the duty of the chair to prevent the privilege of renewal
from being used to obstruct business, and when it is evident that
it is being so misused he should protect the assembly by refusing
to recognize the motions, as explained under Dilatory Motions [40].
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