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ITEM 39 | RATIFY 

This is a main motion and is used when it is desired to confirm or 

make valid some action which requires the approval of the assembly 

to make it valid. The assembly may ratify only such actions of its 

officers or committees, or delegates, as it had the right to 

authorize in advance. It cannot make valid a viva voce election 

when the by-laws require it to be by ballot, nor can it ratify 

anything done in violation of the laws of the state, or of its own 

constitution or by-laws, except that it may ratify emergency action 

taken at a meeting when no quorum was present, even though the 

quorum is provided for in a by-law. A motion to ratify may be 

amended by substituting a motion of censure, and vice versa, when 

the action has been taken by an officer or other representative of 

the assembly. It is debatable and opens the entire question to 

debate. 
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