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RULE 31-2 | BRIEFS AND APPENDICES - MOTION TO EXTEND TIME

(a) First Request for an Extension of Time. A party’s first
request for an extension of time to file its brief or appendix
or to correct a deficiency in the brief or appendix must set
forth good cause. A first request for an extension of 14 days
or less may be made by telephone or in writing, is not subject
to 11th Cir. R. 26-1, and may be granted by the clerk. A first
request for an extension of more than 14 days must be made by
written motion setting forth with particularity the facts
demonstrating good cause, and will only be acted upon by the
court. When a briefing schedule has been established by court
order, a first request for an extension must be made by
written motion and will only be acted upon by the court. Any
motion for extension of time by the court shall be subject to
11th Cir. R. 26-1.

(b) First Request Filed 14 or More Days in Advance. When a
party’s first request for an extension of time to file its
brief or appendix is filed 14 or more days in advance of the
due date for filing the brief or appendix and the requested
extension of time is denied in full on a date that is seven
or fewer days before the due date or is after the due date
has passed, the time for filing the party’s brief or appendix
will be extended an additional seven days beyond the initial
due date or the date the court order is issued, whichever is
later, unless the court orders otherwise.

(c) Seven Days in Advance Requirement. If a party’s first
request for an extension of time to file its brief or appendix
seeks an extension of more than 14 days, the motion must be
filed at least seven days 1in advance of the due date for
filing the brief or appendix. Such a motion received by the
clerk less than seven days in advance of the due date for
filing the brief or appendix will generally be denied by the
court, unless the motion demonstrates that the good cause on
which the motion is based did not exist earlier or was not
and with due diligence could not have been known earlier or
communicated to the court earlier.

(d) Second Request for an Extension of Time. A party’s second
request for an extension of time to file its brief or appendix
or to correct a deficiency in its Dbrief or appendix is
extremely disfavored and is granted rarely. A party’s second
request for an extension will be granted only upon a showing
of extraordinary circumstances that were not foreseeable at
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the time the first request was made. A second request must be
made by written motion and will only be acted upon by the
court.

(e) Extension of Time Must Be Requested Prior to Expiration
of Due Date. A request for an extension of time to file the
brief or appendix pursuant to this rule must be made or filed
prior to the expiration of the due date for filing the brief
or appendix. The clerk is without authority to file an
appellant’s motion for an extension of time to file the brief
or appendix received by the clerk after the expiration of the
due date for filing the brief or appendix. A request for an
extension of time to correct a deficiency in the brief or
appendix pursuant this rule must be made or filed within 14
days of the clerk’s notice as provided in 11lth Cir. R. 42-3.
The clerk is without authority to file an appellant’s motion
for an extension of time to correct a deficiency in the brief
or appendix received by the clerk after the expiration of the
l4-day period provided by that rule. [See 11lth Cir. R. 42-2
and 42-3 concerning dismissal for failure to prosecute in a
civil appeal.]
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