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Rule 2.02 | SPECIAL ADMISSION TO PRACTICE 

(a) Any attorney who is not a resident of Florida but who is 

a member in good standing  of the bar of any District Court of the 

United States; outside Florida; may appear specially as counsel of 

record; without formal or general admission; provided, however, 

such privilege is not abused by appearances in separate cases to 

such a degree as to constitute the maintenance of a regular 

practice of law in Florida; and provided further that whenever 

appearing as counsel by filing any pleading or paper in any case 

pending in this Court, a non-resident attorney shall file within 

fourteen (14) days a written designation and consent-to-act on the 

part of some member of the bar of this Court, resident in Florida, 

upon whom all notices and papers may be served and who will be 

responsible for the progress of the case, including the trial in 

default of the non-resident attorney. In addition to filing the 

written designation, the non-resident attorney shall comply with 

both the fee and e-mail registration requirements of Rule 2.01(d), 

and the written designation shall certify the non-resident 

attorney’s compliance. 

(b) An attorney employed full-time by either the United 

States, an agency of the United States, or a public entity 

established under the laws of the United States may appear within 

the course and scope of the attorney's employment as counsel 

without general or other formal admission. 

(c) Any attorney who appears specially in this Court pursuant 

to subsections (a) or (b) of this rule shall be deemed to be 

familiar with, and shall be governed by, these rules in general, 

including Rule 2.04 hereof in particular; and shall also be deemed 

to be familiar with and governed by the Code of Professional 

Responsibility and other ethical limitations or requirements then 

governing the professional behavior of members of The Florida Bar. 

(d) In an extraordinary circumstance (such as the hearing of 

an emergency matter) a lawyer who is not a member of the Middle 

District bar may move instanter for temporary admission provided 

the lawyer appears eligible for membership in the Middle District 

bar and simultaneously initiates proceedings for general or 

special admission to the Middle District bar. Temporary admission 

expires in thirty days or upon determination of the application 

for general or special admission, whichever is earlier. 
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