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RULE 7.3 | ATTORNEYS FEES AND COSTS 

(a) Motions for Attorneys’ Fees and/or Non-Taxable Expenses 

and Costs. This rule provides a mechanism to assist parties 

in resolving attorneys fee and costs disputes by agreement. 

A motion for an award of attorneys’ fees and/or non-taxable 

expenses and costs arising from the entry of a final judgment 

or order shall not be filed until a good faith effort to 

resolve the motion, as described in paragraph (b) below, has 

been completed. The motion shall: 

(1) be filed and served within sixty (60) days of the 

entry of the final judgment or order giving rise to the 

claim, regardless of the prospect or pendency of 

supplemental review or appellate proceedings; 

(2) identify the judgment or other order which gives 

rise to the motion, as well as the statute, rule, or 

other grounds entitling the moving party to the award; 

(3) state the amount sought; 

(4) disclose the terms of any applicable fee agreement; 

(5) provide: 

(A) the identity, experience, and qualifications 

for each timekeeper for whom fees are sought; 

(B) the number of hours reasonably expended by each 

such time keeper; 

(C) a description of the tasks done during those 

hours; and 

(D) the hourly rate(s)claimed for each timekeeper; 

(6) describe and document with invoices all incurred and 

claimed fees and expenses not taxable under 28 U.S.C. 

§1920; 

(7) be verified; and 

(8) certify that a good faith effort to resolve issues 

by agreement occurred pursuant to Local Rule 7.3(b), 

describing what was and was not resolved by agreement 

and addressing separately the issues of entitlement to 

fees and amount. 
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Within fourteen (14) days after service of the motion, 

the respondent shall describe with reasonable 

particularity each time entry or nontaxable expense to 

which it objects, both as to issues of entitlement and 

as to amount, and shall provide supporting legal 

authority. If a party objects to an hourly rate, its 

counsel must submit an affidavit giving its firm’s 

hourly rates for the matter and include any contingency, 

partial contingency, or other arrangements that could 

change the effective hourly rate. Pursuant to Federal 

Rule of Civil Procedure 54(d)(2)(C), either party may 

move the Court to determine entitlement prior to 

submission on the issue of amount. This Local Rule’s 

requirements of disclosure are not intended to require 

the disclosure of privileged, immune, or protected 

material. 

A party shall seek costs that are taxable under 28 U.S.C. 

§1920 by filing and serving a bill of costs and 

supporting memorandum in accordance with paragraph 

7.3(c) below. The costs and expenses sought in a motion 

under this paragraph shall not include any cost sought 

in a bill of costs. 

(b) Good Faith Effort to Resolve Issues by Agreement. Except 

as to any aspect of a fee claim upon which the parties agree, 

a draft motion compliant with Local Rule 7.3(a)(1)-(8)must be 

served but not filed at least thirty (30) days prior to the 

deadline for filing any motion for attorneys’ fees and/or 

costs that is governed by this Local Rule. Within twenty-one 

(21) days of service of the draft motion, the parties shall 

confer and attempt in good faith to agree on entitlement to 

and the amount of fees and expenses not taxable under 28 

U.S.C. §1920. The respondent shall describe in writing and 

with reasonable particularity each time entry or nontaxable 

expense to which it objects, both as to issues of entitlement 

and as to amount, and shall provide supporting legal 

authority. If a federal statute provides a deadline of fewer 

than sixty (60) days for a motion governed by Local Rule 

7.3(a), the parties need not comply with this paragraph’s 

requirements. 

(c) Bill of Costs. A bill of costs pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1920 

shall be filed and served within thirty (30) days of entry of 

final judgment or other appealable order that gives rise to 
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a right to tax costs under the circumstances listed in 28 

U.S.C. §1920. Prior to filing the bill of costs, the moving 

party shall confer with affected parties under the procedure 

outlined in S.D.Fla.L.R.7.1(a)(3) in a good faith effort to 

resolve the items of costs being sought. 

An application for a bill of costs must be submitted on form 

(or in form substantially similar to) AO 133 of the 

Administrative Office of the United States Courts and shall 

be limited to the costs permitted by 28 U.S.C. §1920. Expenses 

and costs that the party believes are recoverable although 

not identified in §1920 shall be moved for as provided in 

paragraph 7.3(a) above. The bill of costs shall attach copies 

of any documentation showing the amount of costs and shall be 

supported by a memorandum not exceeding ten (10) pages. The 

prospects or pendency of supplemental review or appellate 

proceedings shall not toll or otherwise extend the time for 

filing a bill of costs with the Court. 

 

Effective December 1, 1994. Amended effective April 15, 1999; April 15, 2001; April 15, 2005; 

April 15, 2006; April 15, 2007; April 15, 2010; April 15, 2011; December 1, 2011; December 3, 

2012; December 1, 2015; December 2, 2019; December 1, 2020. 

 

Authority 

(1993) Former Local Rule 10F, renumbered per Model Rules. 
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