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IOP 28 | BRIEFS 

1. Signature Required. 11th Cir. R. 25-4 requires briefs to 

be signed by an attorney or by a party proceeding pro se. 

2. “One Attorney, One Brief”. Unless otherwise directed by 

the court, an attorney representing more than one party in an 

appeal may only file one principal brief (and one reply brief, 

if authorized), which will include argument as to all of the 

parties represented by that attorney in that appeal, and one 

(combined) appendix. A single party responding to more than 

one brief, or represented by more than one attorney, is 

similarly bound. 

3. Adoption of Briefs of Other Parties. The adoption by 

reference of any part of the brief of another party pursuant 

to FRAP 28(i) does not fulfill the obligation of a party to 

file a separate brief which conforms to 11th Cir. R. 28-1, 

except upon written motion granted by the court. 

4. Waiver of Reply Brief. A party may waive the right to file 

a reply brief. Immediate notice of such waiver to the clerk 

will expedite submission of the appeal to the court. 

5. Supplemental Briefs. Supplemental briefs may not be filed 

without leave of court. The court may, particularly after an 

appeal is orally argued or submitted on the non-argument 

calendar, call for supplemental briefs on specific issues. 

6. Citation of Supplemental Authorities. After a party’s 

brief has been filed, counsel may direct a letter to the clerk 

with citations to supplemental authorities. See FRAP 28(j). 

The body of the letter must not exceed 350 words, including 

footnotes. If a new case is not reported, copies should be 

appended. When such a letter is filed in paper, four copies 

must be filed, with service on opposing counsel. 

7. Briefs in Consolidated Cases and Appeals. Unless the 

parties otherwise agree or the court otherwise orders, the 

party who filed the first notice of appeal shall be deemed 

the appellant for purposes of FRAP 28, 30, and 31 and the 

accompanying circuit rules. 

8. Corporate Reorganization - Chapter 11. The first appeal is 

handled in the usual manner. Counsel shall state in their 

briefs whether the proceeding is likely to be complex and 

protracted so that the panel can determine whether it should 
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enter an order directing that it will be the permanent panel 

for subsequent appeals in the same matter. If there are likely 

to be successive appeals, a single panel may thus become fully 

familiar with the case making the handling of future appeals 

more expeditious and economical for litigants, counsel and 

court. 

9. Requesting Copies of the Record. Pursuant to FRAP 45(d), 

where there is an original paper record on appeal, that record 

may not be circulated to counsel or parties. Counsel or 

parties may obtain copies of specified portions of the record 

upon payment of the per page copy fee prescribed by the 

Judicial Conference of the United States in the Court of 

Appeals Miscellaneous Fee Schedule issued pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. §1913. The copy fee is not automatically waived simply 

because a party has been allowed to proceed on appeal in forma 

pauperis, but may be waived by court order upon an appropriate 

motion supported by an affidavit of indigency which 

substantially complies with Form 4 in the Appendix to the 

FRAP Rules. 

Requests for copies must be in writing and should identify 

the items to be copied by reference to the district court 

docket sheet or the agency’s list of documents comprising the 

record. Upon receipt of such a written request, this office 

will advise the requesting party of the total number of pages 

to be copied and the cost. Upon payment of the required 

copying fee, the requested copies will be sent. 
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