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RULE 8 | ACTION BY CIRCUIT CLERK
(a) Receipt of Complaint. Upon receiving a complaint against
a judge filed under Rule 6 or identified under Rule 5, the
circuit clerk must open a file, assign a docket number
according to a uniform numbering scheme promulgated by the
Committee on Judicial Conduct and Disability, and acknowledge
the complaint’s receipt.
(b) Distribution of Copies. The circuit clerk must promptly
send copies of a complaint filed under Rule 6 to the chief
judge or, where the chief judge is disqualified from
considering a complaint, to the judge authorized to act as
chief judge under Rule 25(f), and copies of complaints filed
under Rule 6 or identified under Rule 5 to each subject judge.
The circuit clerk must retain the original complaint. Any
further distribution should be as provided by local rule.
(c) Complaint Against Noncovered Person. If the circuit clerk
receives a complaint about a person not holding an office
described in Rule 1(b), the clerk must not accept the
complaint under these Rules.
(d) Complaint Against Judge and Another Noncovered Person. If
the circuit clerk receives a complaint about a judge described
in Rule 1(b) and a person not holding an office described in
Rule 1(b), the clerk must accept the complaint under these
Rules only with regard to the judge and must so inform the
complainant.

Commentary
This Rule is adapted from the Illustrative Rules and is largely self-explanatory.
The uniform docketing scheme described in subsection (a) should take into account
potential problems associated with a complaint that names multiple judges. One solution may be
to provide separate docket numbers for each subject judge. Separate docket numbers would help
avoid difficulties in tracking cases, particularly if a complaint is dismissed with respect to some,
but not all of the named judges.
Complaints against noncovered persons are not to be accepted for processing under these
Rules but may, of course, be accepted under other circuit rules or procedures for grievances.
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