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RULE 1.460 | CONTINUANCES 

A motion for continuance shall be in writing unless made at a trial 

and, except for good cause shown, shall be signed by the party 

requesting the continuance. The motion shall state all of the facts 

that the movant contends entitle the movant to a continuance. If 

a continuance is sought on the ground of nonavailability of a 

witness, the motion must show when it is believed the witness will 

be available. 

Committee Notes 

1980 Amendment. Subdivision (a), deleted by amendment, was initially adopted when trials 

were set at a docket sounding prescribed by statute. Even then, the rule was honored more in the 

breach than the observance. Trials are no longer uniformly set in that manner, and continuances 

are granted generally without reference to the rule. Under the revised rule, motions for 

continuance can be filed at any time that the need arises and need not be in writing if the parties 

are before the court. 

1988 Amendment. The supreme court, by adopting Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 

2.085(c), effective July 1, 1986, required all motions for continuance to be signed by the litigant 

requesting the continuance. The amendment conforms rule 1.460 to rule 2.085(c); but, by 

including an exception for good cause, it recognizes that circumstances justifying a continuance 

may excuse the signature of the party. 
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